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Lanky arms extend outward, as Xavier 
locks his eyes on the nearest staff member 
to hug, welcome and check him in at 
Shechem. LOVE embraces.
“Where has Josiah been?  
I haven’t seen him in weeks!” 
LOVE notices. Emptying 
garbage bins, stacking up 
recyclables, five boys assist 
the staff with cleaning up 
Shechem. LOVE serves.  
Love is not just a word, but 
The Word, living and active 
in every believer, igniting 
hearts to move.  Empowered 
by His Spirit and  obedience 
to His call upon our hearts, 
the staff, volunteers, 
members and our 
community are loving one 
another deeply. This is 
demonstrated through our 
steady, consistent and 
reliable engagement with 
one another.  

High school students arrive 
in groups of three or four on 
some days, and as they enter 
Shechem, many of them are 
looking for their other 
“Mom”, Ms. Rhonda. LOVE 
adopts. Throughout our days 
at Shechem and Hope Street, 
individuals knock on our 

doors and ask to speak, 
and meet with us. LOVE 
listens. Yarn is passed 
among the children circled 
around Ms. Hannah as she 
shows them how to make 
a craft. LOVE creates. 
Throughout our Hope Street 
Community and Shechem, 
seeds of love are planted 
through conversations, 
teaching a class, offering a 
listening ear, providing 
snacks, or sharing a skill. 

The steadfastness and 
faithfulness of our supporters 
through prayer, provision 
and  presence, has been 
touching lives, hearts and 
minds. 

Sweaty bodies emerge from 
the gym on a Wednesday 
afternoon anticipating the 
delicious cookies that have 
been prepared and brought 
by Ms. Kim. LOVE bakes. 
Lunch bags are opened up 
around the table, taking a 
break from teaching 

computer 
skills, listens, encourages 
and offers advice to Ms. Jill. 
LOVE supports. Tying up her 
shoes, grabbing a ball, 
Kendall enters the gym ready 
to compete. LOVE plays.
“You have good vibes”, a 
teen expressed to one of our 
staff members. “There’s 
something different here,” 
another young adult 
mentions. LOVE. Here in the 
ordinary happenings of 
doing life together, loving 
others deeply, God ultimately 
is the One who is making 
things grow.  

-  STEPHANIE TODD 
PROGRAM DIRECTOR

BEGINS HERE



TJ: You’re getting married?”
Me:   “Not until next year bud.”
TJ:    “Well then why do you have to leave?  

I’m going to miss you.”

This was the last conversation I 
had with TJ on my final day at 
Hope Street - one that I can 
definitely say made me tear up a 
bit. TJ is one of the many names 
and faces ingrained in my head 
from the last 4 years at Hope 
Street. That is my why. Working 
at a place like Hope Street can 
be difficult. You hear horrific 
personal stories, live through the 
ups and downs of life situations 
alongside people as you face 
your own personal battles and 
life struggles. The beauty within 
this is that working at Hope 
Street is an opportunity to 
experience life together. It is not 

just a matter of showing up to 
be present for the person on the 
other side of the table. In return, 
this “place of work” became a 
space where I could sit down 
and have a hashbrown from 
McDonalds with Mark, banter 
with my “big brother” Van, learn 
the latest tiktok trend with 
Shaniah and Adrianna and last, 
but definitely not least, get a 
nice warm hug from TJ.

“Work” never truly felt like work 
for me. Every day I knew I was 
coming to a place where I got to 
enjoy life amongst family and 
friends. How many of you can 
truly say your workplace has 

people who truly care about 
you? A place where people don’t 
just ask “how are you doing?” 
with the expectation of a simple 
“I’m good” or “I’m doing alright” 
response? A place where people 
truly know when you are feeling 
down, or tired or are genuinely 
interested in how your weekend 
was? That is Hope Street! That is 
the community that has been 
built and the relationships that 
have been formed within this 
building on the corner of 26th 
and Capitol. I may be leaving 
behind my “Director of 
Community Relations” title, but I 
am forever blessed to hold onto 
the status of sister, friend, and 
“Mom Brooke” for a lifetime.

-  BROOKE THOMAS

2522 W. CAPITOL DRIVE 
MILWAUKEE, WI 53206
hopestreetministry.org

Interested  
in other ways to  

get involved?
REACH OUT TO 

info@hopestreetministry.org 

Since Shechem opened we have gotten to walk 
alongside many new men, women and children.  
Our community has grown quickly and we couldn’t 
be happier to have 574 members of Shechem at 
Hope Street.

The standard membership fee at Shechem is $20/
month. Most of our members opt to “contribute as 
they can” by giving or volunteering in some way each 
month. Being able to welcome in people at this rate 
has been great, as it allows people to come in and be 
a member without financial strain. However, it creates 
a funding gap. $20/month allows you to sponsor a 
member at Shechem, people like Xavier, Josiah and 
TJ, who have found community, safety and hope here. 
Your help, your sponsorship, allows us to continue 
welcoming people into this safe haven.

IF YOU WANT TO SPONSOR A SHECHEM 
MEMBER, YOU CAN DO SO VIA CHECK OR 
SAFELY ON OUR WEBSITE:  
https://www.hopestreetministry.org/how-to-give. 
Make sure you select “Shechem Membership 
Sponsor” under “Use my donation for”!


